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ENHANCING DIVERSE URBAN STUDENTS’ LEARNING OF ACADEMIC 
VOCABULARY USING INTEGRATIVE TECHNOLOGIES 

MANY CURRENT OR FORMER ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS IN INNER-CITY NEIGHBOURHOODS 
FROM LOWER SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUNDS FACE A FORMIDABLE CHALLENGE DURING THE 
CRITICAL TRANSITION FROM ELEMENTARY TO MIDDLE SCHOOL.  THEIR CHALLENGE IN LEARNING 
LITERACY HAS BEEN CENTERED ON THE MISMATCHES BETWEEN THEIR LEARNING ABILITIES AND 
PREFERENCES AND CURRENT INSTRUCTION METHODS APPLIED IN NORTH AMERICAN CLASSROOMS. 
THESE MODERN ADOLESCENT STUDENTS’ ABILITIES TO LEARN AND PROCESS INFORMATION ARE 
VASTLY DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF PREVIOUS GENERATIONS AS THEY ARE HEAVILY IMMERSED IN 
AND RELIANT ON SOCIAL MEDIA AND TECHNOLOGY DEVICES. THIS PRESENTATION REPORTS A  
PROJECT SPONSORED BY CANADA-U.S. FULBRIGHT THAT INVESTIGATES LINGUISTICALLY AND  
CULTURALLY DIVERSE URBAN STUDENTS’ ACCESS TO SOCIAL MEDIA AND TECHNOLOGY DEVICES 
AND THEIR ORIENTATIONS TOWARD USING SOCIAL MEDIA FOR LITERACY LEARNING.  DATA WERE 
COLLECTED USING SURVEY FROM STUDENTS IN GRADE 6, 7 AND 8 IN BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS.  
FOUR FOCUS GROUPS WERE ALSO CONDUCTED WITH TEACHERS AND STUDENTS.  THIS STUDY IS THE 
FIRST ATTEMPT, TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE, TO IDENTIFY ADOLESCENTS’ DISTINCTIVE  
PATTERNS AND PREFERENCES IN USING TECHNOLOGY FOR RECEIVING LITERACY INSTRUCTION AND 
LEARNING.  SAMPLES OF CURRICULUM UNITS USING SOCIAL MEDIA TO HELP STUDENTS LEARN  
ACADEMIC VOCABULARY WILL BE DEMONSTRATED. 
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	Enhancing diverse urban students’ learning of academic vocabulary using integrative technologies

	Many current or former English language learners in inner-city neighbourhoods from lower socio-economic backgrounds face a formidable challenge during the critical transition from elementary to middle school.  Their challenge in learning literacy has been centered on the mismatches between their learning abilities and preferences and current instruction methods applied in North American classrooms. These modern adolescent students’ abilities to learn and process information are vastly different from those of previous generations as they are heavily immersed in and reliant on social media and technology devices. This presentation reports a 

	project sponsored by Canada-U.S. Fulbright that investigates linguistically and 

	culturally diverse urban students’ access to social media and technology devices and their orientations toward using social media for literacy learning.  Data were collected using survey from students in grade 6, 7 and 8 in Boston Public Schools.  Four focus groups were also conducted with teachers and students.  This study is the first attempt, to the best of our knowledge, to identify adolescents’ distinctive 

	patterns and preferences in using technology for receiving literacy instruction and learning.  Samples of curriculum units using social media to help students learn 

	academic vocabulary will be demonstrated.
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