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BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN CULTURES IN CONFLICT 
THROUGH INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION  

TECHNOLOGY 

A SECULAR JEW, AN ORTHODOX JEW AND AN ARAB ARE WORKING TOGETHER ON A JOINT MISSION… 
 
IT MAY SOUND LIKE A BEGINNING OF A FUNNY JOKE, BUT IN FACT THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING☺   IN 
THIS SESSION, I WILL PRESENT AN ONLINE INTER-GROUP CONTACT MODEL, DEVELOPED WITHIN THE 
ISRAEL EDUCATION SYSTEM, WHEREBY ONLINE AND DISTANCE LEARNING (ODL) IS USED IN THE  
SERVICE OF CULTURAL DIVERSITY. 
 
THE GOAL IS TO BUILD BRIDGES AMONG SECULAR AND RELIGIOUS ARABS AND JEWS IN ISRAEL BASED 
ON SMALL MULTICULTURAL GROUPS AND COLLABORATIVE LEARNING THROUGH EFFECTIVE USE OF THE 
INTERNET AND OTHER CUTTING-EDGE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES. THE MODEL IS APPLICABLE FOR 
ANY INTERGROUP ONLINE LEARNING. 
 
BIO: 
DR. ELAINE HOTER IS AN EARLIER PIONEER IN ONLINE LEARNING. SINCE 1995 SHE HAS JOINED CLASSES 
AND CULTURES THROUGH THE INTERNET INCLUDING DEAF AND HEARING, STUDENT TEACHERS WITH  
PUPILS, STUDENTS WITH STUDENTS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES AND ARABS AND JEWS. SHE WAS  
CO-CONVENER OF THE FIRST ONLINE CONFERENCE FOR TEACHER EDUCATORS IN ISRAEL IN 2001 AND 
HEAD OF ICT AT TALPIOT COLLEGE OF EDUCATION. TODAY SHE IS ONE OF A TEAM OF 3 WOMEN WHO 
HEAD THE TEC CENTER (THE CENTER FOR TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY) IN  
ISRAEL USING THE INTERNET TO BRING TOGETHER ARABS AND JEWISH PUPILS, STUDENTS AND COLLEGE 
LECTURERS. SHE IS HEAD OF THE SCHOOL PROJECTS TRYING TO REDUCE PREJUDICE AND STEREO TYPING. 
SHE HAS CARRIED OUT EXTENSIVE RESEARCH IN THIS AREA AND TOGETHER WITH THE TEAM HAS  
PRESENTED THEIR RESEARCH AROUND THE WORLD. IN ADDITION SHE LECTURERS AT DIFFERENT TEACHING 
COLLEGES AND HEADS THE ENGLISH TEACHING SECTION AT MOFET INTERNATIONAL. 

 UCI Department of Education 
http://www.gse.uci.edu 

UCI Center for Citizen Peacebuilding 
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	Bridging the Gap between Cultures in Conflict through Information and Communication 

	Technology

	A secular Jew, an Orthodox Jew and an Arab are working together on a joint mission…

	It may sound like a beginning of a funny joke, but in fact this is really happening☺   In this session, I will present an online inter-group contact model, developed within the Israel education system, whereby online and distance learning (ODL) is used in the 

	service of cultural diversity.

	The goal is to build bridges among secular and religious Arabs and Jews in Israel based on small multicultural groups and collaborative learning through effective use of the Internet and other cutting-edge information technologies. The model is applicable for any intergroup online learning.

	Bio:

	Dr. Elaine Hoter is an earlier pioneer in online learning. Since 1995 she has joined classes and cultures through the internet including Deaf and hearing, student teachers with 

	pupils, students with students from other countries and Arabs and Jews. She was 

	co-convener of the first online conference for teacher educators in Israel in 2001 and head of ICT at Talpiot College of Education. Today she is one of a team of 3 women who head the TEC Center (the center for technology education and cultural diversity) in 

	Israel using the internet to bring together Arabs and Jewish pupils, students and college lecturers. She is head of the school projects trying to reduce prejudice and stereo typing. She has carried out extensive research in this area and together with the team has 

	presented their research around the world. In addition she lecturers at different teaching colleges and heads the English teaching section at Mofet International.
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